
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 12
The descendants of Noah are filling the earth. Some of them attempt to unite in Babylon to make a name for themselves and 
God quickly confuses that plan.  Humanity is growing and spreading and life is moving on.  We’re farther and farther from the 
worldwide flood and it would be easy to think that this new era is continuing on and settling in.  But that would be a 
mistake.

We are about to begin Genesis 12, and though 2000 years have passed, as far as the Bible goes, we are only in chapter 11 of 
1,189! And so we can’t forget how close we are to the beginning.  Have we forgotten that the world, though spinning and 
moving on, and humanity, though growing and spreading are not as they were created in the beginning?  Humans are not in 
Eden and the earth itself is not whole and healed.  And if we aren’t mindful of this we will forget that things are wrong with 
the world and we shouldn’t accept that that’s “just the way it is and will be”.

As we finished Genesis 11, we met the family of Shem, through Eber and left off with Abram and his barren wife Sarai living in 
Ur (near Babylon) moving out towards Canaan.  But for whatever reason, they never made it to Canaan and they settled in 
Haran (Genesis 11:31).  But that’s about to change as God Himself calls Abram to a new place, to a new life, and gives the 
world its new hope.

Genesis 12:1-4 - God Calls Abram, Abrahamic Covenant

Not since Noah has God directly spoken to a man and called Him to do/be something.  Here is what God said to Abram, 
who is currently 75 years old:

Abram’s Role

1 - Leave your family, your country, your dwelling
2 - Go to the place I (God) will show you

God’s Promise

3 - I (God) will make (from) you a great nation
4 - I (God) will bless you
5 - I (God) will make your name (Abram) great
6 - You (Abram) will be a blessing
7 - I (God) will bless those people who bless you
8 - I (God) will curse those people who curse you
9 - Through you (Abram), all of the families of the earth will be blessed
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That is quite the offer.  3-9 are wonderful and tremendous blessings to Abram, his family and the world around him 
- and all Abram needs to do is move out of his parent’s home and into a new region?!  Sounds like a no brainer.  
However, let’s not forget that God is telling Abram to leave to the place he would show Him.  God doesn’t give all 
of the details to Abram right out of the gate.  He is speaking about a relationship with God - I want you to leave 
and be led by me.  I will take care of you, bless you, do great things for and through you...but you have to trust 
me and follow my leading. That’s actually a big call upon Abram’s life.

Yet it is Abram’s faith in the promises (3-9) that the LORD makes that leads to his response:

Genesis 12:4a (ESV) - So Abram went, as the LORD had told him…

That is what you call a “step of faith”.  We see Abram’s faith by the action he took in light of the words/promise 
of the unseen God.  

The additional “big deal” part of this promise from God to Abram is that God is making a promise to make a “great 
nation” from Abram (12:2).  Abram is 75, and has a barren wife.  He’s old and they have no kids.  And somehow God is 
promising to grow a great nation from this couple.  We should note this now, and will see it unfolding in the future.

God is beginning to set the things wrong with the world right through the covenantal promise to Abram.  The sin of 
Adam and Eve brought a cursing to the world - through Abram all of the world will be blessed.  Nimrod and Babylon 
sought to make a name for themselves and build a kingdom - through Abram God will make a name for him and make 
him a great nation. This is good news.

Genesis 12:5-9 - Abram’s Travels, 
The LORD Appears, The Promise 
Expands

Abram and his family head 
toward the land of Canaan. 
 He brings Sarai, his nephew 
Lot and all the people and 
things they had accumulated 
in Haran.

v. 7-8 - Abram has obeyed God and 
now God works with Abram.  The first 
part of the promise (Genesis 12:1-3) 
was that the LORD would “show” 
Abram the land that he should go to. 
 And now the LORD appears to Abram 
in the land of Canaan and says 

specifically “to your descendants I will give this land.”  That’s a loaded statement. (“Sarai was barren; she had no child” 
Genesis 11:30)

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/


God expands the promise He has made to specifically tell Abram that the land of Canaan is the land that He is 
going to give to Abram.  Abram responds to this promise by building an altar - a physical expression of worship, 
sacrifice and thanksgiving.  This another example of how the “father of faith” is modeling living by faith to us.

Genesis 12:10-20 - Abram In Egypt

A famine in Canaan sends Abram to Egypt for food and survival. While in Egypt, Abram had a concern that the 
Egyptians would want to take advantage of Sarai because she was so beautiful and would kill Abram so they could 
have Sarai.  Abram has an idea to say that Sarai was his sister so that the Egyptians could take Sarai and keep 
Abram alive. (yes ladies and gentlemen, that was Abram’s bright idea!).

The Egyptians do in fact notice beautiful Sarai and the Egyptian that actually wants her is Pharaoh himself! 
Pharaoh takes Sarai as his wife! (12:19) In turn Pharaoh gives Abram many things (livestock and servants).  But the 
LORD comes to Sarai’s aid and strikes Pharaoh’s house with plagues (curses?) on Sarai’s behalf.  Pharaoh is not happy 
when he finds out Sarai was in fact Abram’s wife and sends her back and commands that Abram leaves Egypt.

WHAT?!  I thought Abram was a man of faith?  I thought Abram was the man God was working through to set all 
things right in the world?  I thought Abram was going to have a “great name” and be a “great nation”.

In many ways Genesis 12 is one of Scripture’s most important chapters.  Abram is called, God’s promise is made and 
what living by faith looks like is modeled.  And yet verses 10-20, (more than half of the chapter!) tell a story of 
Abram that involve him deceiving Egyptians and giving his wife to Pharaoh!

Be assured, we will see that Abram’s foolish actions will have ramifications on his life and on his son’s lives but 
the bigger spiritual lesson in light of this important chapter is this: The fulfillment of God’s promises are not 
going to be based on the perfection of the humans God works with.

God made everything perfect in the beginning, but since Adam & Eve’s sin, the world is cursed and broken - starting 
with humans in general.  Instead of giving up on humans because of their flaws, the love of our Creator fuels His 
desire to work for and through humans, in spite of their sins.  Genesis 12 tells us this.  Even though the chapter of 
20 verses has more print on Abram’s issues, the takeaway is the promises and mercy of God!

Abram made plenty of mistakes - some big, some small.  We are going to make mistakes - some big, some small.  Those mistakes 
don’t have to define our relationship with God and they don’t have to stop us from getting back up and living by faith.  They 
may try to, they may want to - but we must choose to get back up and resume walking and living by faith.  God is well aware 
that we will struggle and He is working in spite of and in light of our flaws and failures to ensure His will is done - not 
just in general - but His will is done in our lives!

This is a good opportunity to look at faith in general and specifically consider our own faith.  We can’t see our faith but we 
can see what our faith is like by the choices and decisions we make, based on the promises of God.
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God promises to provide for us.  Do we make decisions and choices based on that promise or do we fear being generous or being 
more available for God and our families (and less for our jobs) because we are unsure if we’ll have enough money, food or 
retirement?

God promises to be with us.  Do we make decisions and choices based on that promise or do we avoid situations we’re afraid of, 
people we’re intimidated by or places we’re unsure of because we are unsure if we’ll be ok?

God promises to love us.  Do we make decisions and choices based on that promises or do we feel like we’re unworthy, do we 
look for approval and love from other people, do we do what we do to be noticed because we are unsure if God’s love is really 
all we need?

God promised to show Abram where He was going to live.  So Abram packed up his furniture and family and “went.”  All of the 
details weren’t worked out yet, but Abram took action based on the promise God had made - I’m going to show you where to go 
and I’m going to bless you.  Too many of us live in fear, live safe, and emotionally dependant on others because we are 
afraid, unwilling or unsure if God’s promises to us are real and sure enough for us to actually take action on and live in 
light of.  Yet this is what it means to walk and live by faith, and not by sight.  It’s easy to quote that phrase and think 
that’s what we’re doing but knowing the concept is not the same as living in light of the truth.  Instead, it is wiser to look 
at our lives and ask “what in my life could not be possible or would not be happening currently if I wasn’t living by faith?” 
 

That’s what it means to live and walk by faith and what Abram’s example teaches us today.  God speaks his word, we believe 
and trust his promise and take action in our lives in light of it.
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